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SUBJECT: NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DEVELOPMENTS 

SUMMARY: DRP PUBLIC STATEMENTS THAT GOVERNMENT MAY NOT 
CONVENE ASSEMBLY BEFORE REGULAR SEPTEMBER SESSION HAVE 
DRAWN FIRE FROM OPPOSITION. NDP CONSIDERING COUNTER- 
MEASURES, INCLUDING BOYCOTT OF PLANNED OVERSEAS 
PARLIAMENTARY VISITS. DRP FLOOR LEADER HAS NOW 
MODIFIED POSITION, SAYING SESSION IS POSSIBLE 
IN JULY OR AUGUST. HOWEVER, SPECIAL SESSION APPEARS UNLIKELY. 
END SUMMARY. 

1. DRP ACTING CHAIRMAN YI HYO-SANG ANNOUNCED MAY 21 

THAT GOVERNMENT DOES NOT PLAN TO CONVENE ASSEMBLY BEFORE 
SEPTEMBER. YI CITED DELAY IN RATIFICATION PROCESS 
FOR ROK JAPAN CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT AND DELAY 
IN PREPARATION SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET BILL AS REASONS 
EXTRAORDINARY SESSION NOT NEEDED. 

2. NDP HAS CRITICIZED REFUSAL TO HOLD SESSION AND HAS 
CALLED DELAY IN SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET PREPARATION A 
PRETEXT TO AVOID CALLING THE ASSEMBLY AT AT TIME WHEN 
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DELIBERATION. NDP PARTH LEADERS MET MAY 22 TO FORMU- 
LATE MEASURES TO COUNTER DRP PLAN, INCLUDING THREAT 
TO NOT TAKE PART IN OVERSEAS TOURS WITH 
GOVERNMENT ASSEMBLYMEN, WHICH ARE SCHEDULED TO BEGIN 
AROUND JUNE 10. AS PART OF CONTINUING PROGRAM OF 
PARLIAMENTARY DIPLOMACY. 

3. IN MODIFICATION OF POSITION TAKEN BY YI, DRP FLOOR 
LEADER KIM YONG-TAE TOLD PRESS MAY 23 THAT A SPECIAL 
SESSION IS POSSIBLE IN JULY OR AUGUST IF AGENDA IS 
AGREED UPON BY RULING AND OPPOSITION PARTIES. HE 
REPORTEDLY SAID THAT YI HYO-SANG'S REMARKS DID NOT 
ABSOLUTELY PRECLUDE SPECIAL SESSION, RATHER THAT YI 
HAD MEANT A SPECIAL SESSION WOULD NOT BE CALLED TO DEAL 
ONLY WITH THE SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET BILL. KIM SAID 
THAT THE SESSION, IF HELD, WOULD TAKE PLACE AFTER 
OVERSEAS ASSEMBLY MISSIONS RETURN TO ROK AT END OF JUNE. 

4. NDP FLOOR LEADER YI MIN-U EXPRESSED SKEPTICISM 
OVER DRP INTENTIONS AND REITERATED PARTY POSITION 
THAT EXTRAORDINARY SESSION SHOULD DISCUSS EMERGENCY 
MEASURES AND ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. YI CALLED ON DRP 

TO SET DATE OF SESSION PRIOR TO DEPARTURE OF 
OPPOSITION ASSEMBLYMEN ON FOREIGN TRIP. NDP VICE 
PRESIDENT KIM YONG-SAM HAS ALSO TOLD US THAT HE 
DOUBTS GOVERNMENT WILL PERMIT EARLY SESSION UNLESS 
THEY HAVE EXPLICIT PURPOSE OF THEIR OWN SUCH AS 
RATIFICATION OF CONTINENTAL SHELF AGREEMENT. 

5. IN FACT KIM YONG TAE’S MODIFICATION OF DRP 
POSITION ON A SPECIAL SESSION APPEARS SIMPLY TO 
OBSCURE THE GOVERNMENT POSITION SINCE IT 

UNLIKELY GOVERNMENT PARTIES AND NDP WOULD BE ABLE TO 
AGREE ON AGENDA UNLESS GOVERNMENT WANTS SESSION. 

KIM MAY ALSO BE GIVING NDP ASSEMBLYMEN A FACE 
SAVING WAY OF BACKING DOWN FROM THEIR THREAT OF 
NON-PARTICIPATION IN FOREIGN VISITS. 
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